
Upstate Girls 
 
1. Go to: http://www.poyi.org/63/caa/first_01.php. 
2. View ALL 40 slides in the Picture of the Year International’s first place winner, photo essay “Upstate Girls” by 
Brenda Ann Kenneally. 
3. You must also read all of the caption information for each photo. (I will know if you do not read the captions.) 
4. After you have viewed all the pictures and have read all of the captions, you will need to answer the following 
questions in essay form. Be as thorough as possible, citing specific examples from the photo essay. 
 ➔ What do you think was the overall purpose for this photographer to choose  

these subjects to highlight in a photo essay? 
➔ What picture moved you the most and why? 
➔ What picture was the most disturbing to you and why? 
➔ How do you think the people highlighted in the photo essay were affected by  
having their story told through pictures? 
➔ Do think any social change was promoted by this essay and why? 
➔ What was the message of this essay? 
➔ Name at least five different storytelling elements (theme, plot, character,  
setting, etc.) present in this photo essay AND explain how Kenneally displayed  
each (cite specific examples please). 
➔ What emotions were central in this photo essay? Explain with examples. 

 
 
 


